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Among America’s finest

DeSoto one of 10 All-America cities; Lancaster receives Spirit Award

By DAPHNE BROWN
News Editor

DeSoto has struck gold in
its quest to be the best.

The National Civic League
named DeSoto among 10 All-
America City winners June 11
for capturing the essence of its
problems and working together
as a community to solve them.

Two other Texas cities, Lan-
caster and Pharr, also made the
finalist cut. Pharr went on to
join DeSoto as one of the 10
winners. Lancaster received a

"Spirit Award for bringing its
fifth- and sixth-grade bands to
entertain the day before and the
day of skit performances.

A group of DeSoto citizens

traveled to Anaheim, Calif, to

participate in the competition -

and were among the first to
receive the news.

DeSoto Mayor Michael
Hurtt said it was wonderful
being acknowledged by his
peers this week at a regional
breakfast for all the hard work
it took to make the cut. Plano
was the last Texas city to earn
the distinction in 1994, while
Fort Worth has won it twice.

“This is really special, but
this is not an award for city

administration,” Hurtt said. “It
validates the 55 empowered
homeowners associations in-
volved with city hall and the
DeSoto Dining and Dialogue,
which deals with diversity and
reaches one person at a time.”
Hurtt said the All-America

* Cities logo will be utilized on

the city’s two water towers
soon.

“This has never happened
south of the Trinity River
before,” he said. “We’re not
treated with the same respect,
necessarily, when it comes to
diversity. .

“The fact of the matter is all

of the Best Southwest commu- -

nities are doing similar things
like Operation Clean Sweep,”
he said. “This is validation for
all of us because if you were
among the top 30 finalists, you
are a winner.”

Denise Valentine, chair of
DeSoto Dining and Dialogue
(DDD), said the required skit,
which was basically the more
than 20-page AAC application
come to life, put DeSoto over
the top. A committee of city

and community volunteers,

identified the city’s work with
its homeowners associations,
DDD and a Hip Hop Teen

Summit as areas of focus. The
skit was called “DeSoto —
Changing for Good.”

“The skit- was very well
written,” Valentine, who has
worked with DDD  since
January 2004, said. “It gave a
clear picture to the judges of
what was written in the appli-
cation.

“A lot of people said that by
the end of our skit they were
brought to tears,” she said.
“That took us over the edge.”

The skit involved a- DDD
dining event in which Debby
Baugh, wife of city manager
Jim Baugh, played host. De-
Soto City Council member

Thelma and her husband,

Jimmy, were quests.

“In the opening scene,
Jimmy Clardy is reluctant be-
cause he thinks the food won’t
be good and they are going to
want to talk about his inner-
most feelings,” Valentine said.

“So, of course, when they get

to the host’s house, the main
dish is tofu surprise and the
first question is ‘What was
your first interaction with
racism and how did you feel?””

Valentine said the skit goes
into how DeSoto doubled and
tripled in size and people not

liking one another and “white
flight.”

“We explained that the
homeowners associations were
used to create neighborhoods,
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Today photo by CHRIS HUDSON

‘Rolanda Brigham, practices her part in the All-America
Cities skit, “DeSoto — Changing for Good,” June 8 at
Town Center before the California competition.
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